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Portfolio Guidelines
Listed below are a number of suggestions to help you 
in compiling your portfolio. Please regard this list as 
general guidance rather than specific requirements.

—  Arrange your work either chronologically or grouped 
according to themes, activities or projects. The 
ordering of your portfolio should help the interviewer 
to see links between the various aspects of your 
work and allow him/her to assess your progress and 
potential for development.

—  Present your work in a way that shows each piece 
off to its best advantage. Avoid excessive use of 
card and window mounting. Work on paper is often 
presented most effectively without any mounting. 
However, please avoid a plethora of different sized 
sheets or scraps of paper. Only in exceptional cases 
should work be rolled together – for example large- 
scale paintings or drawings.

—  A representative selection of any course work that 
you have undertaken should be included along with 
extended project work in one or more of the fine art 
related disciplines.

—  You should include self-initiated work that 
demonstrates your self- motivation and independent 
thinking. This may be work that complements your 
course work or work that you have extended and 
developed from an initial self-initiated project.

—  Sketchbooks provide a very useful insight into 
your creative thinking, idea development and 
visual research. You should include your recent 
sketchbooks.

—  At your interview you will be encouraged to talk 
about your awareness of contemporary fine art 
practices, recent exhibitions you have seen, your 
particular interests, etc. You may find it useful to 
include evidence of these in your journal/notebook/
research file.

Digital Portfolio
If you're unable to attend interview, our Admissions 
team will request a link to an online portfolio. Please 
do not submit a portfolio until you have this request 
which will give details of how to submit.

We’ll require a digital portfolio of around 20 images. 
Please use the above guidelines to help you prepare.

Interview
We conduct individual interviews in which one or two 
tutors will look through your portfolio and discuss it 
with you.

We'll ask you about the ideas behind the work you have 
created and how you have achieved the outcomes of 
your projects.

We're interested in your references and research, such 
as exhibitions you have visited, books and articles you 
have read and artists you are interested in. Whilst 
you're here you will get the chance to meet and discuss 
the course with current students and have a brief tour 
of the studios and the wider campus.

We will be looking for evidence of experimentation and 
an understanding of materials. The rest of the work 
you bring, including research files and sketchbooks will 
also be looked at.

Enthusiasm for the subject is essential, and an active 
engagement in looking at contemporary and historical 
art is desirable. We are also keen to see candidates 
who show an ability and willingness to enter into 
dialogue around their ideas and work produced.
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